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F. P. A. BRANCH MEETINGS 
March 20—Albany, Fascism; 
Cincinnati, Mexico; 
Springfield, China. 
March 27—-Buffalo, British Rule in India; 
Philadelphia, Meszxico. 


TO OUR RADIO AUDIENCE 
The New York luncheon discussion on March 
13 will, as usual, be broadcast by WEAF. If you 
enjoy the discussions and are interested in hav- 
future ones broadcast, please write Station 
F, 195 Broadway, and say so. 


















Bntered as sevcond- 
class matter December 
2, 1921, at the Post 


Office at New York, 
N. Y., under the act 
of March 3, 1878. 























FRENCH POLITICS 


AND THE COUNCIL 





HE special session of the League As- 

sembly, called to vote upon Germany’s 
admission to the League, opened March 
8 in an atmosphere of gloomy tension. 
Marked by impressive ceremonies, it was 
to have been the occasion of general re- 
joicing at the return of Germany into the 
family of nations. Instead, the political 
crisis in France and the unfortunate con- 
troversy over permanent seats in the 
Council threaten a disastrous setback to 
the spirit of Locarno. 

After an all-night session of the Cham- 
ber, the Briand Ministry was overthrown 
in the early morning hours of March 6, 
by a vote of 274 to 221. This defeat marks 
the end of the government’s long struggle 
to achieve a balanced budget without re- 
sort to inflation. A truce had been called 
last month when the tax bill was sent to 
the Senate, but the struggle was resumed 
when the amended bill was returned to the 
Chamber. M. Briand, who had remained 
at the head of the Cabinet for three 
months, in spite of eleven adverse di- 
visions in the Chamber within the last 
month, hoped, on the eve of his departure 
to the important meetings at Geneva, to 
obtain the Chamber’s approval of the bill. 
But he was defeated by a combination of 
the Communists, always in opposition to 
his Cabinet, the Socialists, who have con- 
sistently opposed the sales tax as a means 
of balancing the budget, and the National- 
ists, who took this opportunity to play 
politics. 

The resulting ministerial crisis was 
quickly solved. As the consequences of 
M. Briand’s resignation became more ap- 
parent, there was a growing demand for 
his reinstatement as Premier. Although 
at first he was disinclined to “mend the 
platter which they had broken on his 
head,” he finally consented to form a new 





Cabinet, somewhat more to the right than 
the previous one. 


The position of the new Cabinet is a 
precarious one. No party has a clean ma- 
jority in the Chamber. It was considered 
inadvisable to dissolve the Chamber and 
hold new elections, because an election at 
this time would probably result in the 
return of a Chamber of approximately 
the same unworkable composition, and 
postpone dangerously the adoption of the 
tax bill. 

Coming on the eve of the Geneva meet- 
ing, the French political crisis was most 
unfortunate. In order to settle the con- 
troversy over the increase of permanent 
seats on the League Council, it was indis- 
pensable that the French representative 
at Geneva have the full support of the 
Chamber. Therefore, the initial meetings 
of the Council and of the Assembly could 
only mark time. The preliminary confer- 
ence of the French, British, German and 
Italian representatives, on March 7, led 
to no agreement, Germany still demand- 
ing to be admitted alone, and France and 
Britain contending that they had never 
promised Germany this solitary entrance. 
To make matters worse, Spain threatens, 
it is said, to resign unless accorded a per- 
manent Council seat. Moreover, China is 
also demanding admission to the Council, 
with the support of Japan which may 
hope in this way to counterbalance Rus- 
sia’s influence in China. Poland and 
Brazil are still urging their claims. 


There is hope that some compromise 
will at least temporarily break the dead- 
lock. If the general question of the com- 
position of the Council could be postponed 
for study during the summer, the As- 
sembly could deal with it in calmer mood 
at its regular session next September. 


RUTH BACHE-WIG. 








Opium Reform in India 
HE recent announcement by Lord 
Reading, Viceroy of India, that India 
intends progressively to reduce her ex- 
ports of opium so as to do away with them 
entirely, except for medical purposes, 
within a definite period, marks the most 
important advance in the international 
opium situation since the Geneva Confer- 
ences adjourned in February, 1925. 


The new Indian policy is doubly signifi- 
cant in that it is bound not only to reduce 
opium production materially in India, 
but also to effect a gradual suppression of 
opium smoking in the colonial possessions 
of the Far East. Practically the entire 
export of Indian opium is now sent to 
Far Eastern colonies on the order of 
their governments for smoking  pur- 
poses. Should India curtail this export 
the colonies would be required to reduce 
their consumption progressively or seek 
their supply in other markets. As regards 
the British colonies, it is unlikely that the 
new Indian policy was considered with- 
out first conferring with the Colonial Of- 
fice in London. 


This advance on the part of India was 
clearly dictated by the increasing pres- 
sure of public opinion abroad as a result 
of the publicity attendant on the Geneva 
Conferences. It will be interesting to see 
the effect of this change on the attitude 
of the United States in regard to ratifica- 
tion of the Geneva treaties which this 
country refused to sign. 

W. T. S. 








Greco-Turkish Boundary 


FRESH dispute over the interpreta- 

tion of the Treaty of Lausanne has 
arisen between Greece and Turkey. The 
Greek Government recently took exception 
to the proposed location of the Greco-Turk- 
ish boundary which a mixed commission 
has been tracing under the terms of the 
Lausanne Treaty. To settle the difference 
the Athens Government suggested that 
Turkey and Greece request the Permanent 
Court of International Justice for an in- 
terpretation of Article 2 of the Treaty in 
which the general course of the boundary 
is described. But Turkey, still smarting 
under the opinion rendered by the Per- 
manent Court during the course of the 
Mosul boundary dispute, refused to fall in 
with the Greek proposal. Greece was de- 
termined, however, to appeal from the 
judgment of the Mixed Boundary Com- 
mission, and has requested the League 
Council itself to refer the dispute to the 
Permanent Court. A Turkish delegate 
will appear at Geneva on March 15 in the 
hope of persuading the Council that there 
is no good reason for taking this step. 


E. P. M. 
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The Far East 


“F°HE Chinese people and their civil] 

leaders have apparently become dis. 
couraged over the dismal prospect of long- 
continued military strife and internation- 
al friction. Wide-scale civil war has been 
actively resumed. The Kuominchun forces, 
which under the leadership of Feng Yu- 
hsiang only recently gained decisive con- 
trol of Peking, Tientsin and surrounding 
districts, are now besieged on four fronts 
by the armies of Chang Tso-lin, Wu 
Pei-fu and their allies. Although Feng 
himself is probably still the directing 
force of the Kuominchun defense, he has 
consistently avoided resuming official 
leadership. 

The Peking Government, thus assailed, 
is naturally having its difficulties. Fol- 
lowing the resignation of Premier Hsu 
Shin-ying late in February and the fall 
of the Cabinet which included Dr. C. T. 
Wang, a new coalition Cabinet has been 
named with Chi Teh-yao as Premier. 
Among its many weaknesses is the lack 
of a foreign minister, Dr. W. W. Yen 
having declined appointment. 

In the broader international field, Ja- 
panese-Russian relations compel undimin- 
ished attention. The Japanese press, with 
few exceptions, feels that the situation is 
becoming constantly more strained, and 
one organ of “big business’ considers 
present conditions no better than at the 
time of the Russo-Japanese War. The 
economic battle between the Japanese- 
owned South Manchurian Railway and 
the half-Russian Chinese Eastern Rail- 
way is causing particular friction. Other 
observers, however, including Mr. Walter 
Duranty, Moscow correspondent of the 
New York Times, assert that between 
Russia and Japan there is “not only an 
amicable understanding but a very defi- 
nite working agreement.” 

R. T. R. 





HE Czech - Austrian Arbitration 

Treaty which was signed in Vienna, 
on March 5, provides for obligatory arbi- 
tration of all possible disputes between 
the two signatories. Judicial questions are 
to be submitted to a permanent council of 
arbitration with appeal to the Permanent 
Court of Arbitration at The Hague. All 
other disputes, including political, must 
be submitted to this Court and failing a 
mutually satisfactory solution, joint ap- 
peal may be made to the Permanent Court 
of International Justice. 





China, an Analysis, by Frank J. Good- 
now. 1926, Baltimore, Johns Hopkins 
Press. A valuable presentation of 
basic Chinese problems against an Oc- 
cidental background, but based mainly 
on his Lowell lectures of 1917. 


The Editors assume responsibility for the opinions ewpressed in this Bulletin. <p... 








TH 





